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Course Description:  
Introduces the theoretical background that enables students to provide safe and effective care related to drugs and natural products to persons throughout the lifespan.  Students will learn to make selected clinical decisions regarding medication administration using current, reliable sources of information, understanding of pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics, as well as developmental physiological considerations.  Drugs are studied by therapeutic or pharmacological class using an organized framework, with attention to physiological conditions, including anxiety and depression.

Course Objectives:   
· Introduce the students to the theoretical background regarding safe effective care related to drugs and natural products
· Prepare the students to deliver medications safely to clients across the lifespan
· Facilitate the students’ learning by providing an environment that fosters development of critical thinking skills in relation to medication administration
· Introduce students to mathematics needed to safely determine the dosage of medication 

Student Learning Outcomes: 
· Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to identify safe practices/principles in relation to medication administration to clients across the lifespan.

· Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to understand pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics
· Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to utilize current, reliable sources of information when making decisions regarding medication administration
· Upon successful completion of this course, the student should able to perform mathematic problems related to the safe delivery of medications
· Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to demonstrate understanding of physiological conditions that affect medication administration, absorption and effect.
Length of Course: 
NRS-230 consists of 33 lecture hours

Grading Method: 
Letter Grade (A-F)

Prerequisites:   
Admission to CCC nursing program

BI-231, BI-232, BI-233, BI-234

Required Texts: 
Clackamas Community College (2006-2007). Associate degree nursing program

student handbook (Brochure). Oregon City, OR: Author: Nursing Faculty.

Cox, H., Hinz, M., Lubno, M., Scott-Tilley, D., Newfield, S., Slater, M., &

Sridaromont, K. (2002). Clinical applications of nursing diagnosis: Adult,

child, women’s, psychiatric, gerontologic, & home health considerations (4th ed.). Philadelphia: F.A. Davis.

Kozier, B., Erb, G., Berman, A., & Snyder, S. (2004).  Fundamentals of nursing: 

Concepts, process and practice (7th ed.). Upper Saddle River, N.J.:Pearson.

Lemone, P. & Burke, K. (2004). Medical surgical nursing: Critical thinking in client care  (3rd  ed.). Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall.
NRS-230 Syllabus. Clackamas Community College.

Major Topic Outline: 
· Safe, effective care related to drugs and natural products
· Reliable resources for information regarding medication administration
· Pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics
· Physiological considerations of medication administration
· Pharmacological classifications of medications
· Treatments of anxiety and depression
